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#510

ba e, making vital docum nt availabl to
th publi . Thi i an ob . u , impl poli y
opti n and hould be impl m nt d.
t p: a total ov rhaul of I to bring our
tandards pr in lin with th publi

intere t. •

one simple software command. You don't

have to invest in new hardware. Also, our

commitment to standards supports inter­

operability over a wide range of protocols.

All this plus ACC's reliability and team of

value added resellers keeps your network

going with no surprises.

So, before it's too late and you find

out about those hidden costs the hard way,

talk to ACC.

C 1I1·800·444·78~ today for
mor in lion on ACC's • Ii of
bri lrov products.

hey can be hard to install. And even

harder to use. Maybe they're just plain

unreliable. You're locked in. There's nowhere

to turn for help...What some companies don't

tell you about their bridge/routers can hurt,

costing you time, money and lost service.

So choose ACe. New and independent

test results prove that ACC bridge/routers

are the simplest in the industry to install and

operate. And you have the best of both

worlds by being able to switch easily from

bridging to routing to bridge/routing with

lin

Th y di mi proposal to h Ip make I
mor effi' nt or to in a th eft tive-
n of tandards-making.

On of th poli y opti ninth study
wa to have th ational In titut of tan­
dard and T chn logy run a tandard data-

that can be imm diately taken, to a whol ­
r tructuring of the tandard ystem.
what is th I rea ti n to th e

ugg ti n ? It i clear that th tandard
proc s i in a state of cri i , but I
official arrogantly re i t any changes.

Carl
Malamud

Th American ational Standard In titute
is und r vere attack from th group it
wa meant to erve. any larg corpora­
tions and trade as ociation are with­
drawing from I, who official are
repeatedly accu d of being arrogant and
out of touch.

Th Office of Technology A es ment,
th re earch arm of th U. . Congress,
recently concluded that AN I mu t chan .
In a scholarly, impeccably r earched
study, OTA inve tigator d mon trat­
ed that SI ha not kept up 'th the
tim and ha resi ted repeated attemp s
to bring SI intere t in lin with th
publi interest.

Th OTA inv tiga­
tor were parti ularly
blunt h n i cam to
th u of information
t chnology a a way to
di seminate tandard .
On of th tron t
poli y opti n pre nt­
ed in th tudy was to

parat th di mi­
nation of tandard
from th produ ti n of

tho tandard , wresting docum nt pro­
du tion out of th Gucci- tyl bou 'qu that

I run .
Th OTA howed that standard group

su h a I have a natural bias toward
und r-producing standard. Th keep
pri high and di tnbution low. Thi is a
natural monopoly-pricing itua 'on, no dif­
ferent from that in electricity or other pub­
Ii utiliti , and the ANSI monopoly ha not
erved the publi intere t.

The study was critical no only of SI
but of all th standards organizati ns in th
United tate. OTA inve tigators were
urpri d by th amount of man uvering

among th variou group , and were highly
cri 'cal about turf wars that did littl to

rve the pub' intere t.
tandard are a key competitive tool in

our increa ingly global marketplace. The
OTA study crutinized the European and
Japane e standards efforts and showed
that both regions have u d standards as
a competitive tool to th detriment of the
United States.

The United States' parti ipation in th
standard proce ha been und r ANSI's
leader hip, which ha failed mi erably to
m biliz thi vital competitive tool. Unl ss
we tart parti 'pating aggre iv Iy and ub­
stantively in th standard arena, we hall
continu to fall behind.

Th poli y option propo by th
OTA ran from simpl , c n ete tep

CARL MALAMUD is writi Exploring
th Intern t: A Technical Travel gu , a
book that will be featured as ~ Interop
Book at Interop '92 Fall. ~ opinions u­
1m ed are his own.
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