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How Putting ISO Documents On-Line Can Pay

The nonprofitNational Engineering Consortium is dedicated to
contributing to the development and dissemination ofknowledge.

Digital Resource In titute to a 
sist ISO in this project at no cost
to them in the same way we
assisted the lTV in converting
and posting their standards.
With a solution on the table that
may actually increase revenues,
there is no reason for ISO not to

move forward and take this im
portarlt step.•
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I'm IttIfItesIed In:

o ECF92 0 Fiber ComForum 0 Broadband ComForum

• 90 Exceptional Seminars
• Presented byover 400 industry experts
• Seminars cover information systems,

networks, qualitymanagement, business
andmarketing, personalcommunications,
lightwave, digital switching and new
technologies

• Fiber optics symposium focuses on business
andmarketing, technologies, operations,
applications andopportunities

• Presented by 60 industry experts
• Enjoy corporate sponsored receptions atall

Forums

• Broadbandsymposium focuses on user
demands, high speed data communications,
multimedia services, architectures, applica
tions and the latest technologies

• Presented by 60 industry experts

Blue Book by an order of mag
nitude in just a month. If more
people read the standards, more
will want to implement them. If
more people want to implement
them, more will want to pur
chase the nice, high-resolution
paper copy.

I have offered the services of
a non-profit group called the

month, people fiom more than
600 oompucas in JO muntrics ac
cessed more than 100,(8) 6lcs
from the main server. Another 21
5CI'VCI'S on four mnrinents made
copies of the data and also started
distributing the documents.

Electronic distribution of
standards has increased the
number of people reading the

Fax tonn.••
ReceIve the IaIest infonnation on three important
National Engineering~um FonJms!

Rber in the Loop:
The Road to Deployment
March 30-31, 1992
Dallas, Texas

1992Eastem
Communications FonJm
May 4-6 1992
Rye Brook, New Yorlc

Broadband:
From VIsion to Reality
April 1-2, 1992
Dallas, Texas
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fax image. Text would be in
simple ASCII fonnat. High-res
olution paper copies would con
tinue to be sold at a tariff struc
ture set by member organiza
tions in consultation with ISO.

When the nu's Blue Book
was put on the network, there was
a question of whether anybody
would care. In a little over a

CARL MALAMUD IS ItJ11NG 'Ex.
PLORING DIE INTERNET: A TECHNI
CAL TRAVELOGUE.' TO BE PU~

USHED BY PuNncE HALL AND

FEAnJ ED AS DIE INTEROP BooK .
AT INTEROP '92 FALL. THE OPINIONS

EXPRESSED HERE ARE HIS OWN.

I was recendy in Geneva, bat
ding the bureaucratic abyss of
the International Telecommuni
cation Union to keep alive the
experiment to post standards on
the Internet. While there, I went
across the street to meet with
Larry Eicher, secretary-gmeral
of the International Organiza
tion for Standardization (ISO).

My .. to Dr. Eicher had two

purposes. First, I wancal to brief
him on how teehnicaIIy easy it had

bcmtopost
the nu san
dards on the
network and
what a grass
roots sua:as
the experi
ment had
prowd.

My real
purpose,

'though, was to if ISO was
to post thescandards for

Open Syscans bdaaxaacetion on
the network. Eicher apaI that
there were many bcndib to post
ing standards on the network, but
he raised an important .

ISO makes 2S percent of its
gross revenue by selling d0cu
ments. How did I plan to replen
ish the . . g revenue? After all,
he needed to fimd the process. We
thought about this problem and
there scans to be a possible solu
tion that will address both needs.

One of the problems with
OSI· that the standards are not
as weU-accepted as one would
like. It has taken yean for OSI to
tan becoming a reality. One

key reason is that the vital stan
dards documents describing OSI
are not widely available.

In other words, the market
for OSI documents is mall. Stu
dent don't know about OSI,
and therefore don't stan to use
the standards when they go to
work at corporations. Public
domain implementations of
tandards, developed at research

institutions, are vital to demon
tuting the standards' feasibility

to users and vmdon~

The compromise I proposed
to Eicher would allow free elec
tronic distribution of low-reso
lution versions of standards on
the global network. Low resolu
tion might be 200 dots per
inch,the same as used for a GJ
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