
TER ETWO KI

INTEROPERABILITY

Are Secrets Standards? Even A SI Secrets?
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Aa:ESS TO STANDARDS
tandard bout n tw rk

hould c c e ible on net­
works. Thi i n't rcally uch a
radical idea-the Transmi ion

ntrol Prot ol/lnternct Pro­
tocol tandard have becn avail­
able for year on many crver
around thc world. Access to the
tandard i one of. the primary

r a on that T PIIP is 0 well
accepted. P pie kn w about
T PIIP and ople u c what
they know.

I'd like to propo earn ta-
tandard. If you hav om-

thing that you want t call a
tandard, it h to be v Hable

to everybody ch aply and
ca Hy. If I can't g t it for fre
(or darn clo e to fr e), it's not
a standard. I don't care if
ANSI make it, it' till not a
tandard.

Once s mething is a ta~­

dard, th n we can start com­
paring "American N tional
tandards" or "ad-hoc stan­

dards." Until I can read about
it, though, it's not a standard,
it's a ecret. And open sy terns
aren't based on ccr t .•

AN I d n't he itate to charge
to per p get d n't have tudcnt

ratcs and pr hibit pying.
Not II r anization think

this way. The International
Telecommunication Union
ha given permis ion to me
and:1 roup f volunteer to
po t their entire tandard et
on thc Internct network for
di tribution at no charge. The
head of the C ITT call this
"the B-52 philo ophy of stan­

dard di tri­
bution:
L ad th m
up in plane
and arpet
bomb th
w rid."

Th u­
sand, and
po i Iy ten
of thou-

and. of t lented ngin r
pend lots of time formulating

stand rd on a volunt er ba i .
It' an in ult to their dedi ation
to hide thc re ult of their work
behind a mountain of purcha

rder and ta k f paper.

will be able to move our indu ­
try forward.

The problem i getting the
tandard. If you hav mon­
y-Iots of it-you can buy pa­

per ver ions of International
Standards Organization and
American National Standards
Institute tandards. ISO and
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night and read. Not what I
as ign th m, but ju t plain
general reading.

THE MOVERS
General reading is what make
well-read computer profes­
sionals. Well-read computer
professionals are the ones that

A
O.N.E.A &
keynote speaker, Dr. Henry Kissinger.

An infonnll eVlning of networking and live,
professional entertainment

Find out more about The User's Open Systems
Conference. Call Bill Horst at~ Or, fill in
the coupon and fax it to m734.2915.

Standard are mor th n
ju t how you code a particular
proj ct: They are th ba is for
training a new gen ration of
computer profe sional. If I
hav a staff of eager young
program mers or a bunch of
students in a class, I c rtainly
hope they will go home at

~

The Cofpolltion for Open Syst I.... I
1750 Old Meadow Ro d Mel an. Virginia 22102
1.800.159.COSI

Tutorials, courses, seminars, new technology and panel discussions-covering the fu array
of open systems-wi an be featured.

On 11-22. 1., the Corporation for Open Systems International '1 sponsor a five
day conference and exhibit on Open Systems, just outside of Washington, D.C., at the Hyatt
Regency in Reston, Virginia.

Now you can participate in a comprehensive Open
Systems conference - with auserpoint of view.

~ ...

The Nltionll ISDN 1 PI n i Conferenc A
day and a half devoted to the inside track on the
BeUcore, North American ISDN User's Forum
(NIUF) and COS plan to deploy ISDN nationwide by
November, 1992.

The Conference will showcase:
I Uur'1 G of S 0I'IIl-". including

North American MAP/TOP, The User Aniance for Open Systems and OSINET.

Afive dlY multi- Ed I Exhilt· of
Open Systems products and services you can
purchase today.

Open y tern are bas d on car ­
fully craft d int rnational st n­
dard . If you want to implement
(or ev n under tand) open sy ­
terns, you n d tread th
primary referenc docum nts.
Textbooks, tutorials and th like
ar fine, but at om point you
have to go to the r al thing.
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